Dates for your diary
Monday 17th November
In-Service Day

Tuesday 18th November
In-Service Day
Wednesday 19th November 
In-Service Day 

Thursday 27th November 
Book Fair 

Friday 28th November 
Book Fair 

Friday 19th December
Christmas Church Service + End of term

Term dates 
Monday 5th January 2015                    Start of Term 3

Friday 13th February 2015                   Occasional Day Holiday            
Monday 16th February 2015                 Occasional Day Holiday 

Tuesday 17th February 2015                In-Service Day

Wednesday 18th February 2015           In-Service Day
Thursday 2nd April 2015                     End of Term 3

Annual Poppy Appeal

The annual Poppy Appeal is an opportunity to show appreciation for the sacrifices made on our behalf by Scottish Service men and women of past and present conflicts, and their families.  The funds raised go to supporting Veterans with disabilities and providing direct financial assistance to individuals, amongst other things. Please consider contributing by allowing pupils to purchase a poppy.  Poppies are available from Monday 3rd November.  Mrs Wood and Mrs Garrett have hand crafted poppies which will also be available at the school for a minimum donation of £2.00 (they are affa bonnie!).
Children in Need Day 
We invite the pupils to dress up as a ‘Superhero’ for Children In Need Day.  We are organising competitions for creative costumes for P1-3, P4-5 and P6-7 and awarding House Points.  There will be a variety of activities on the day including a Guess the Pudsey Birthday Raffle.  Please feel free to make a donation to Children In Need on the day.
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NOVEMBER 2014 NEWSLETTER

Welcome to Ella Anderson  (P2) and family to our school.  We hope that they enjoy their time with us.

PUPIL SAFETY 
During last term, particularly on rainy days, I was very concerned about the amount of traffic at the end of the school day.  There has certainly been an increase in traffic with the new homes and building work.  This will probably increase even more once the houses are fully occupied.  
Four buses have compounded the issue and I have asked members of the School Council to seek solutions quickly as this situation is clearly dangerous for all.  
In the meantime I will reinforce safety messages with pupils and can I ask you all to be very careful when picking up your children.
Please adhere to the speed limit of 20mph and please be completely focussed on your driving when leaving the school environment. 
Please take great care when leaving the school and driving away.

Events in November

There are a number of additional school activities which will be taking place during this month.

Thursday 6th – P1 year Group and P5 Year Group will be working with their Cluster peers on K’Nex projects.

Friday 7th – Primary 7 pupils will be visiting Aberdeen Art Gallery and Gordon Highlanders as part of their theme.

Wednesday 12th – Primary 7 pupils will be visited by Aberdeen Urban Studies Trust for an Outreach Unit about working life to war life in Aberdeen.

Friday 14th – Children In Need day – “Superheroes” theme.

Monday 17th, Tuesday 18th, Wednesday 19th – School closed for pupils – In-Service Days.

Friday 21st – Primary 7 Sharing Assembly; Parents from the Primary7 class are invited to watch their Assembly and to join the class afterwards to view their school work.

Thursday 27th, Friday 28th – The School Book Fair will be held on these days, further information will follow.

Friday 28th – Primary 6 and 7 pupils will be participating in a small schools cluster ceilidh at Kirkton Hall, Durris during the afternoon.

There will be no sharing Assembly for P3/4 this term, there will be one in terms 3 and 4. 
WINTER TRANSPORT ARRANGEMENTS

I will be issuing arrangements for potential winter closures due to bad weather.  We will be operating three systems; one computer based, one telephone based and another radio based.  We will not be issuing a telephone tree this year.

STAFFING

During the holiday Mrs Maureen Fraser, HT of Crathes School, and I interviewed four candidates for the vacant post with the P3 /4 class.  I have appointed a new member of staff and am awaiting the confirmation of paperwork before a full announcement.  I am hopeful that she will start on Monday 24 November.

RONA CAMERON

Mrs Cameron, our Pupil Support Assistant, will be on teacher placement at Banchory-Devenick School during the month of November.  We wish her well.  I have organised a temporary replacement, Mrs Diane Duncan during this time.  Mrs Louise McBeath will also cover some additional hours.

STUDENTS

Miss Nicola Hume, working with P 5 / 6 and Miss Sophia Wiedermann, working with P7, are completing their student teacher placements at Drumoak.  They will be with us during November and January.  

PUPIL SECURITY
Can I please remind you that all pupils are required to be “signed in” and “signed out” when attending appointments during the school day.  There is a sheet in the school office for parents to sign.  This is to ensure that we can account for all children. Thank you.

FLU IMMUNISATION PROGRAMME
Drumoak School has been chosen to take part in a survey and your child has been issued with the short questionnaire.  There is a pre-paid return envelope attached.  If you can complete this as soon as possible, that would be helpful.
FOR YOUR INFORMATION

1st Banchory Scout Group are holding a fundraising Primary School age disco in Banchory Scout Hut on the evening of Friday 14th November. Primary 1-3, 6-7:15pm. Primary 4-7, 7:30-9pm.

Attachments:
Scholastic Book Fair Flier

Flu Immunisation Survey

Help required 

This year’s big project will be finding out and presenting about the school. We aim to have a concert at the end of the session and also produce a book about the school. We are looking to contact people who went to school here and publish their memories. We need a lot of help with this. Does anyone have any particular expertise or contacts?
