
Dates for your diary 

Friday 6th September  Launch of Mini Duke Challenge  

Tuesday 10th September School Council AGM 7.00pm 

Thursday 12th September School Photographer 

Friday 13th September P5/6 Special Assembly 

Wednesday 18th September Maths on Track – parent presentation 

6.30pm 

Friday 20th September P1/2 Special Assembly 

Thursday 26th September Sharing Learning 9.00-9.30am 

Friday 27th September Sponsored Numeracy Challenge 

Wednesday 2nd October Parent/Teacher interviews 4.00-6.00pm 

Thursday 3rd October Parent/Teacher interviews 4.00-6.00pm 

Thursday 10th October Harvest Poetry Community Coffee Morning 

 School Hall, 10.00am 

Friday 11th October Harvest Service, Drumoak Church 10.00am 

Friday 11th October Last day of Term 1 

 Inter-House skipping challenge 

Monday 28th October Start of Term 2 

Wed 30th-31st October Annual Book Fair 

Monday 11th November In-Service Day 

Tuesday 12th November In-Service Day 

 

 

Morrisons Supermarket vouchers 

Morrisons have started issuing their “Let’s Grow” 

vouchers once again.  If you shop at Morrisons, please 

remember to ask for the vouchers at the checkout and post them into 

the collection box in the School entrance hall.. We will then be able to 

redeem for gardening items to use at school.  Thanks in advance. 
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SEPTEMBER 2013 NEWSLETTER 
 

 

WELCOME BACK! 

We are already back three weeks, and the children have all 

settled into their new classes.  Our eleven P1 pupils are now 

enjoying full days at school.  A busy term is planned and details 

are in your Annual Calendar of Events.  I look forward to working 

with the children, parents and staff at Drumoak for another 

exciting and productive year. 

      Lynn Service 

      Head Teacher 
 

 

Welcome! 

We welcome 11 new Primary 1 pupils to Drumoak School after our 

summer break. 

 Fraser Amundrud Ailsa Dalgleish Ethan Dunsmore 

 Abigail Gray Daniel Harnden Sasha Harnden 

 Cooper Mackinnon Jessica Lawson Sam Pacitti 

 Katie Morrison Kyle Watson 

 

 



 

 

 

 

DRUMOAK SCHOOL NEEDS YOU! 

School Council  

Drumoak School Council invites all parents to 

the AGM on Tuesday 10th September, 7.00pm in the School Hall.  

New members are desperately needed to support the work of the 

School. 

Mr Joe McTaggart, Chairperson, and other members of the Council 

look forward to welcoming you to this meeting. 

Every year, amongst its other activities, the Council raises 

much-needed funds that are used to subsidize your children’s 

educational trips and school experiences. The Council has also been 

very active in liaising with the Local Authority about the planned new 

school and improving our school environment. 

Parent Helpers 

Parent helpers are required on a Thursday 9.00-10.45am to play 

games and supervise activities during Primary 1 activity time.  Please 

let Mrs Service know if you are able to help. 

 

Numeracy presentation for Parents by Tom Renwick 

Tuesday 18th September  6.30pm in the school hall 

Parents are invited to attend this presentation on 

numeracy and mental calculation.  Mr Tom Renwick, 

founder of Maths on Track will work with children during 

the day and then lead the parent presentation in the 

evening.  He is an enthusiastic and interesting speaker and I’m sure, 

even if you disliked maths at school, you will be motivated by number 

by the end of the presentation.  He also has lots of tips and ideas for 

supporting your child’s numeracy development at home.  The meeting 

will be under an hour but well worth coming along too. 

I hope parents will come along and support this one-off opportunity. 

P1-P7 Sponsored Numeracy Challenge 

Children will come home with a specific mental 

maths facts challenge to learn for Friday 27th 

September.  We would ask if parents and friends 

could sponsor their children for every correct sum.  

Funds raised will go towards Numeracy Resources. 

 

Maths in the Workplace – Monday 7th October 

We would like to hold an event where parents can 

come in and speak to the children about their 

job/life and the impact of maths/numeracy on it.  

For this event to go ahead, we will need parent 

volunteers to come along and speak to the children.  

The plan would be to set up in the School Hall with, hopefully, 5-8 

parents.  A class of children would be split into small groups and they 

would rotate around the hall learning about maths/numeracy in real 

life.  Please contact Mrs Service/School Office if you would be 

willing to be part of this initiative. 

 



What’s happening in classes this term 

P1/2 are learning about People who Help Us at home, school and in 

the community.  They are enjoying learning new sounds and developing 

their reading skills. 

 

P3/4 are studying ‘Farming’ as their class topic this term.  The class 

is planning a farm visit and a trip to the mart at Thainstone.  This 

term the pupils are enjoying a range of different activities with our 

Visiting Specialist Teachers in PE, Art and Drama. 

 

P5/6 are learning about Magic in the Kitchen – the science aspects 

and healthy food.  We are reading Black Tide, which is set in the 

north-east of Scotland, as a class novel.  We are learning about time. 

 

P6/7 are learning about World War II: the announcement 

Chamberlain made on 3rd September 1939 and newspapers of the day.  

They are also learning about angles – acute, obtuse and reflex, and 

bearings using a compass.  They are reading The Silver Sword, a 

classic tale of a journey through war-torn Europe. 

 

 

Looking Forward – Term 2 

Next term we are going to undertake a whole-school topic on the 

Polar Lands and this will also form the basis of our Whole School 

Show in December.  If you have any links/experience with the Polar 

Lands and would be willing to add to the quality of this experience, 

please contact Mrs Service/School Office. 

 

Homework P2-P7 

Homework will continue to be issued on a Monday and handed in on a 

Friday.  Children will also have two guided reading sessions during the 

week and will have reading to consolidate at home.  Parents should sign 

the homework jotter and the homework diary each week. 

 

 

Mini Duke Challenge 

Each class will receive their Mini-Duke Challenge shortly.  Classes will 

have 6-8 activities to complete over the year.  The activities will cover 

a range of skills and encourage the child to be responsible by completing 

tasks and signing them off when complete. 

This is an optional activity, but we hope that all pupils will participate, 

and parents will encourage their children to plan their time and 

complete each activity over the year.  The final date for forms to be 

handed in will be strictly adhered to this year and is Monday 26th May 

2014. 

 

 

Deeside Photographics are coming to take individual/family 

group photos of the children on Thursday 12th September.  

You should have received a letter with a return slip about 

this session.  Please ensure that the slip or the information on is 

returned to school by Tuesday 10th at the latest. 

 

. 

 



Easy Fundraising 

When you shop online, you can help Drumoak School at the same time, 

and it costs you nothing.  

Whenever you want to shop online (Tesco, Asda, Sainsburys, Amazon 

etc. etc. etc.) just go FIRST to www.easyfundraising.org.uk  

click the FIND A CAUSE button and search for "Drumoak Primary 

School Council", on its Home Page, -  you need to register yourself as 

a "User".  Then you just follow the instructions to go to the shop/site 

you require.  

Every time you make a purchase this way, either a flatrate or a %age 

donation is given to our cause, e.g. Amazon 2.5%, Asda 1.25%, Tesco 

groceries £25.0, Tesco Direct 1%.  

Last year we raised over £100 for the school this way, so if 

everyone gets into the habit the funds will soon mount up in our 

account.  Happy Shopping!  
 

 

Skipping Workshops  
Every Tuesday, for 6 weeks, all classes (including 

Teachers) are participating in Skipping Workshops 

under the instruction of Mrs Hazel Paterson.  

Everyone is enjoying the exercise.  On the last day of term, the 

children will be able to exhibit their skipping abilities in a whole-school 

inter-house skipping challenge. 

Our School Council has paid for this additional activity from their fund. 

We thank parents for the fund raising support they give to the school 

to allow us to provide a wealth of additional experiences for all our 

pupils. 

 

 

 

Bag 2 School – (www.bag2school.com).  Another 

collection has been organised and bags will be issued 

near to the end of this term.  You may like to put aside 

suitable articles of clothing etc. in anticipation 

  

  

  

Some reminders 

Please phone the School Office on a daily basis if your child is going 

to be absent.  Do not send pupils to school before 8.40am 

Please label all clothing clearly - in particular school sweatshirts - 

with your child’s name.  

For P.E., all children should have black/navy shorts, white tee shirts 

and footwear (indelibly labelled with their name, please). 

 

 

 

Drumoak School Website, 

Our new, totally refurbished Drumoak School Website is now 

up and running at drumoak.aberdeenshire.sch.uk 

Please have a look at it.  Our aim is to keep it continually updated and 

we hope that is will become an indispensable source of useful 

information for you.  If you have any comments about it or 

suggestions for additions to it, please do not hesitate to let us know. 

mip://0625af20/www.easyfundraising.org.uk
http://www.bag2school.com/

